
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
August 21, 2019 

 
Call to Order and Welcome: 9:02 pm by Erin. Erin shared that our priorities for 
today would be the budget and After Prom. Our objectives for this year will be to 
document functions and organization of the PTSO, promote the Paw on the Wall 
because it’s a great fundraiser for the PTSO so we have more money for the 
school, and fundraising for the teacher wish list. 
 
In Attendance: Nancy Massey, Lynn Schmitt, Stephanie Howard, Lisa Highfield, 
Kela Rosario, Erin Vogt, Cristina Moyer, Tonya Urban, Kelly Shepherd, Robin 
Sanborn, Ken Ostrandor, Heather Cox, Melissa Hipple, Chad Cox, Angie Prince, 
Kristy Hudson, Thinna Svetanant, Sara Hunter, Jennifer Jones, Michael Walsh, 
Nneka Neysmith 
 
Approval of Minutes: Nancy Massey made a motion to approve the April 
minutes and Lynn Schmitt seconded it. 
 
Student/Staff Reports: 
 

SCA (Sara Hunter and Thinna Svetanant) – They put on the Parking Paint 
Palooza for Junior and Seniors. They sold 51 spots. They accepted applications 
and on August 6 and 9, the juniors and seniors painted their parking spots. The 
funds they raised will go towards the Thanksgiving baskets, which provides a 
Thanksgiving meal for families who can’t afford one. They have begun 
researching how to get the parking lot ready for next year.  
 
Homecoming dance is Sept 21 with the game on the 20th. They are hoping to 
have the Homecoming parade on Wednesday, Sept. 18th for the marching band, 
ROTC, and any clubs can have a float. The theme will be Cherry Blossoms. The 
Spirit days leading up to Homecoming will be Friday - Freaky Friday, Monday – 
PJ day, Tuesday – Twin day, Wednesday – Beach day, Thursday – Throwback 
Thursday, Friday – Bruin Spirit day 
 
The SCA had heard about the possibility of an After Prom survey that the PTSO 
was thinking of sending out. They directed us to Ms. Davis and the Junior Class 
officers because the Juniors are in charge of the prom. 
 

Administration (Melissa Hipple) – Ms. Hipple shared her thoughts about 
how the kids are awesome, the school is amazing, the teachers love our kids, 



and anything we can do (hospitality, volunteering) means a lot and matters.  She 
did add that last year there were 1207 students in the school. It has increased to 
1287 this year. 
 

Guidance (Chad Cox) – Mr. Cox expressed thanks for helping with a 
smooth transition. This is his first PTSO meeting as he is now the lead counselor 
for BHS. Guidance is now doing presentations in all the senior English classes 
about college and post graduation plans. Wednesday, August 28th at 6:30 is a 
meeting for senior parents about the same subject. The meeting for Junior 
parents is to come, possibly Sept 24th. 
 
The PSAT is Wednesday, October 16th. All juniors take it for free and there are 
slots for sophomores to take it. The sophomores have to register between Sept. 
16 and 18 for a fee. 
 
The onsite Virginia Tech visit will be November 20th. Seniors need to apply by 
November 1st. They do not need to apply early decision for Virginia Tech but they 
will still find out on November 20th. Virginia Tech will bring letters to BHS that 
day. Students are not committed to attend VT if they get accepted. 
 
Roanoke College, Radford University, Mary Washington and Longwood 
University will all come to BHS and meet face to face with the students who 
applied and offer acceptances that day. This will all be done by the first week in 
December. 
 
There will be college application fee waivers this year.  Students need to go to 
the guidance office to inquire. Radford and Roanoke College do not have a fee to 
apply. 
 
There are different campuses coming to visit in the next few months.  Guidance 
has signs outside their door with pennants on them listing the colleges that are 
coming for informational meetings.  Juniors and seniors are encouraged to 
attend. 
 

Teacher (Kelly Shepherd) – Kelly expressed a good start to the year and 
a big thank you for the breakfast. It has been a crazy start. Debbie Showalter 
(Spanish teacher) is the other teacher representative but she does not have 
planning during first period. Ms. Debbie Gaertner had a baby girl. Cristina Moyer 
will send a card from the PTSO. 
 
Board/Committee Reports 
 

Treasurer (Kela Rosario) – Kela explained there was a final audit that was 
done on last year’s budget. We are starting the year with $415 but according to 
the bylaws we need to start with $1000. After Prom has to use the PTSO as a 



way to write checks and all the donations that were expected did not come in so 
that is why there is only $415. 
 
Going through the budget: 
Kroger – received a check for $968.99 which is higher than usual so we need to 
keep encouraging people to sign up for Kroger, possibly every year 
 
Shelor – Kela signed paperwork with Shelor so we should be receiving a check 
for $1000. There are vouchers in the BHS office. If someone buys a car from 
Shelor with the voucher, $250 goes to the school, $500 if a teacher buys one. 
Kela brought raffle tickets for a new car. She was thinking of an incentive - $5 for 
6 tickets and selling them at football games. 
 
Celanese – The PTSO inherited this so Kela relinked us to this employment 
based charity. Every 6 months we get some amount of money from them. 
 
Kela suggested looking into Virginia Tech giving day to see if they do anything for 
the community 
 
Bruin Family Fund – the PTSO has money in this account but we are trying to 
separate ourselves. We have $804.83 to help if there is a student with a unique 
need that gets in the way of their education (electricity bill, clothes, 
transportation). The school has an account for this as well but they can’t write 
checks so they ask the PTSO to hold the money to write the checks 
 
Staff Appreciation – We give a $100 gift card to both a staff member and a 
teacher that are voted on near the end of the school year 
 
Grad Fest – we give $500 to help with the tents for Grad fest 
 
AP coordinator – someone organizes and tracks all the AP tests. There is a 
stipend for that coordinator but we were asked to help make the stipend larger 
 
PAWS on the wall – the expense there is actually making the paws 
 
Teacher requests – Guylene Wood-Setzer is looking into this 
 
Robin Sanborn made a motion to accept the budget and Tonya Urban seconded 
it 
 
Kela asked that any spending has to be pre-approved. There is a form to fill out 
in the treasurer box and will be put on the PTSO website 
 
 
 
 



Fundraising 
 
Erin expressed the need for someone to oversee Fundraising and she also 
suggested that we find someone to take on the Shelor fundraising (promoting car 
sales, selling raffle tickets) 
 

Paw on the Wall (Tonya Urban) - $100 for a paw on the wall. It can be 
“class of”, “in honor of” or  “in memory of”. They will be installed twice a year, 
around Christmas and late March. Tonya would like to promote them at different 
events, football, theater. Kasey (in charge of promoting PTSO at events) can 
help figure out what events the PTSO should have a presence and we can 
promote Paws on the wall there. Tonya did want to look into if we could 
personalize the paw even more (with a sports # or a drama mask or thespian). 
Ms. Hipple is going to look into alumni so that we could offer this to alumni as 
well. 
 

Belk/Kroger (Lynn Schmitt) – If someone is willing to coordinate these, 
Lynn is happy to give them away. The Charity Day at Belk will be in November. 
We need to keep reminding people to sign up for Kroger rewards. There was a 
suggestion to print business cards to give out with the code and how to register 
for Kroger rewards. 
 

Hospitality (Stephanie Howard) – The teacher breakfast on August 8th 
had a great turnout of volunteers. Thank you to everyone who sent in food. We 
also had cookies and punch at the Freshmen Orientation. We also gave out gift 
bags to the 20 new hires with a free haircut, office supplies, cookies and $10 gift 
card to the school store. We also helped with a teacher luncheon by bringing 
salads and fruit. A comment was made that the breakfast was beautiful with 
tablecloths and flowers so thank you! The hospitality team plans to do something 
each month so if there is interest in joining this committee, please contact Lynn 
or Stephanie. 
 

Website/Social Media (Linwood Hudson) – Linwood is working on the 
website (bruinsptso.org). He is willing to put whatever we need on the page and 
on social media. He is just waiting for information. Suggestions were the minutes, 
fundraisers, electronic forms, any pictures of our events. 
 

Volunteers (Jenise Jacques) – Jenise cannot often attend meetings but 
faithfully works behind the scenes getting volunteers through the sign up sheets 
 

Events (Kasey Monaghan) – Kasey couldn’t attend but she is working on 
the PTSO having a better presence at events. There is an open house on August 
29th from 5 – 7 pm and the Senior night for parents on Wednesday August 28th at 
6;30 pm. Erin will contact Jenise about setting up volunteer sign up to be at a 
PTSO table. The banner is in the PTSO closet and the custodians help with a 



table. Ms. Hipple will look into the possibility of the PTSO having its own table to 
be stored in our closet. 
 
New Business 
 

Teacher wish list – Guylene Wood-Setzer will begin that process 
 

After Prom – The PTSO has contemplated finding out what the students, 
faculty, staff, and parents think about After Prom. There are concerns with safety 
(sending students home to drive at 3 am, the time gap between prom and after 
prom) and we want to hear the concerns and thoughts of others.  There is 
currently a committee for after prom of usually 8-10 parents. The PTSO commits 
to give AP $1000 each year. In the past, the core group of the PTSO has 
become the core group of the After prom committee, so the PTSO started to 
underwrite the after prom. It was mentioned that the same number of kids that 
went to Prom went to the after prom but maybe not the same students. One idea 
was to have the prom at a nice venue and the AP at the school but parents have 
to be willing to volunteer and decorate (that was done long ago). The question 
was asked if the AP committee is a committee under the PTSO and if so, should 
we ask them to do the survey and report to us their findings and their budget for 
us to approve. There needs to be some sort of PTSO accountability. Kelly 
Shepherd had volunteered to go to the AP committee meetings and report the 
info to the PTSO. There was agreement that a third party (the PTSO) should do 
the survey to gather info about what is really needed and best for our students. 
There was a concern whether having students drive after 12 midnight causes the 
students to break the law but they may be able to drive home from school events. 
Jennifer Jones volunteered to talk to the resource officer to get answers. Erin is 
gathering questions for the survey and will move forward with that. 
 
Next meeting: Monday, September 16 at 7 pm probably in the library 
 
Adjournment: 10:29 am 
 


